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ll readily accompliſh their Defire, as * en 


his Affections. With 4 6G pore and 6 incere a 
Tenderneſs did her, that one can- 
not (without «A 1 Saf uncharitable) ima- 
gine that be would ever have ſtrayed from 
her, even tho' they had liv'd together 'till 
bo - Arrival of thole Years in which it is no 
er in the Power of Beauty to inſpire it; 
ate, too unkind to permit this Experiment, 
3 him of her while their Joys were 
yet at the height. She left behind her two 
fine Boys, and one Girl, whom with her dy- 
ing Breath ſhe entreated might be committed 
to the Care of her Siſter, judging (tis proba= 
ble) chat being in the Prime of his Age, and 
one of the moſt lovely and accompliſh'd Men 
on Earth, he wou'd not be long without mar- 
Tying again, and that then thoſe precious 
Pledges of their mutual Affection might be- 
come ſubject to Treatment ſuch as Step - Mo- 
thers ordinarily afford to the Ofapeing of 4 
former Bed. il 
He had too much Love not to comply wich. 15 
ber Requeſt, had it been much leſs reaſona- 
ble; bur the amiable Lindamira (for by that 
e did he always diſtinguiſh this 4 y). 
was a Woman of ſuch excellent Qualities, «4 
whoever wou'd wiſh to arrive at the Perfe- 
. Qtion of Wir, Virtue, Good. breeding, or 
Sweetneſs of Behaviour, can by no means ſo 


. by her. 

Never Woman had a greater Share pf Natur 
| 5 Affection, nor was more ſincerely afflicted for 
che Death of a Siſter; and Bellario being for 2 
long aims jncopſoluble be L wy of dert 
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A Wie, {aides theni the freeft Society Bir 


each other. Scarce « Day paſs d in which . 
went not to Her Houſe, to condole with 
be condoled by her; and to sib eder 2 de 
2 loved Infants (of which .ſhe 8 
all the Teſtimonies of his Parernal Tec 
neſs which they were capable of receiving, 
Bur taken up as he was with Grief, he cou 
S not, in ſuch requent and familiar Gonverfa- 
tions, be blind to Wes Attractions of a Beauty 
EZ ſuch as Lindamira. He diſcover'd ſhe Had 4 
Soul capable of the 1 Ar rg atid 16. 
ſceptible of the moôſt tender; of a Fortitude 
far above. her Sex, yet loft and getitle as Mer :- 
cy it ſelf; a Wit and Penetration Which made 
it impoſlible for her to be"deceiy'd, yet.an O- 
penneſs of Behaviour which wou't not 10 
her to deceive another, A Stock of Tei 8 
Streng th of Judgment, and EI dvence Gf 
Fpeech, enabled her ts maintain even an erto= 1 
WF neous Opinion z yet ſo fweera Mildieſs 6f Bil- 
polition and meek Humility, tht The cht 
| rather to det cline the Defence of 4 tthe” on 
than enter i800 4 tõo warm 7 She haas 
eat Spirits y et was entirely free from Pfide. 
if had all the real Delicacies of a fine Lady, 
ut none of their Affeckation. She was tea 
ious, without taking Pains t 5 apf ear ſo. She. I 
Te extremely Liberal, But free 5 all Pra- Y 
9 extcufive in Ber Charities, but cate- 
ful ro whom ſhe diſpos'd theth: 10 a Word, 
all that one can wiſh, in Wotnatkind, was 415 I 
tered in her, and tis not to be wonderd. 
"that the Wiſe, of Bilario mould 'defre her 
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neſs, might have charm'd any Heart capable 


07 2. 
$i a; « 


„„ e 
ſuch an Example; nor that Bellario himſelf | 
(who was ſo great a Judge of Merit) ſhould _ |} 
diſtinguiſh her in ſo particular a manner. Such 
2 Mind, ſuch a Diſpoſition, ſuch a Behaviour, 
without the Aſſiſtance of any perſonal Loveli- 


of comprehending the Pleaſures they afforded: 
But to render her interior Graces more con- 


tions, both 5 Sha» 2 TY . SEW ſt 1 
dear Relation, and the need he often ſtood. in 
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Truth. But too: ſoon, alas! for his Repolez . #: 
did his Deſires diſcover to him, that to cal! 


her Siſter, which he once look'd on as a 
® Blefling, was in teality the extremeſt Curſe. of 
Fate: Thoſe Inclinations, which cool and 
calm as Chaſtity it ſelf at firſt, grew by de- 


grees all hot and burning as the Mouth f 


Ain. — He look'd not on ber but with 
2 Eyes all trembling, and ſtarting from their 


Orbs with wild Defire. He long' d to 


preſs her Beauties to his Breaſt, to ravage 


; every Charm about her; and in Imagination 4 
thouſand times a Day did fo. But never were 


the Beginnings of the tender Paſſion accom- 


pany'd with Emotions ſuch as his: in the 
dawnings of Deſire, a gentle Hope uſually 


plays round the throbbing Heart, and pre- 


ſents a gay=dreſs'd Secne of future Joys to 


the deluded Mind; but here it was not ſos 


he' no ſooner knew he lov'd, than he alſo 


knew he muſt deſpair. — That Virtue, 


that Diſcretion, Which had ſo greatly-can- 


tributed to create in him that Paſſion, .fofs ; 
bad him at the fame time to expect an ß, 


| Reward for it. —— Had ſhe been any 
thing but the Siſter of his Wife, be 


might have flatter'd himſelf with the Means 
of becoming worthy of her; but that fatal 
Alliance entirely took away all Hope; ant 
he had only this poor Conſolationy + that 


while that Tye prevented him  from« bei 


ſo happy as he wiſh'd, it gave him the Op- . 
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portunity of greater Familiarities with her; 


than any other Man cou'd' 
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8 certhinly can be more true chan | 
12 ſhe had the moſt tender Friendſhip 


for him imaginable; and tho? ſhe had been 
Children of her own, the ſpent ber Whole 
time in cultivatiag the Minds of his, and in f 
endeavouring to conſole him as much as poſſi- Ir 
ble för the loſs of his Wife, by fupplying ber 
Place in every thing that was conſiſtent wit! 
tet Charather: or as ſhe then believ'd he de- 

V xd, or cod expett from her. By this kind 
of Behaviour ſhe every Day encrtab d the 
Brewing Paſſion. he had for her, till at laſt 
„ _ greſy'd all Bounds, and became too 
Gn Reſtraint; yer durſt he not reveal 

ts 3s elf he ſhould by that Diſcovery be ba- 
_miſh'd her. Converſation, the only Happineſs WF: 
Which enabled him to ſuſtain Life. For ma- 


married, and was now a Widow, having 1 


Months was the ſecret Fire ſmorher'd-in 
tis Breaft, and wanting Vent prey'd on his 


Vitals, with fuch eonſuming Anguiſh, that 


-Drath muſt ſhortly have enſued, had it not 


'  - Fodnd a Paſſage : His downcaſt Eyes, his pate | 
_ and meager Viſage, his ever-folded Arms, his 
55 Len gent Sighs, and fudden Starts like dne 


fy rifen from a frightful Dream, convincing 


ES Bintan that he ſabour'd under ſome Diſ- 


ecbntent to which ſhe was u Stranger, at once 


nlarm'd and griev'd her, yet far from imagin- 


ing the real Source of his Diſorders; having 
5 t- him to confeſs ſome unk noun Grief 
<diſturd'd him, with all the Freedom of a gen- 
rous and diſintereſted Friendſhip, the deſtted 4 


him to make her Partaker of the melanchd- - 


1 T ale: Society in 8 ſaid ſhe 
4 8 with 


7 


| gui her uſual Jene renders the n 
more light; and o ften tao gur Imagination 
gives them a double Weight; What appęars 
a Mountain to a diſcontented Spirit, when, 
3 Piew'd by an im partial Eye ſeems bur a Maler 
Fhill.-— Many of thoſe who call themſelves, - 
J 15 wretched, owe their Miſery more 54 
their un Fancy than to the £ dircumſtance it 
elf. I ay not this, my degreſt Brother, put 
1 ſued ſhe, that I ſuſpect a Deficiency. of J Ban 
1 acnt in you; I know yu to have ſo nice 
excellent a one, that I now could wiſh it e 
Iſince then I. might. he able to flatter 7 
| you had 
am now conying'd, chat ſomething in replies. 
and that top of the wmoſt Conſequence; has, 
eee to give: you Paig; + PPE I canjure'308- 
it me, Whatever it he, If I am ingopaniey 
Jof affording any other 0 5 than Pity, even 
T chat, to a Saul ſo oppreſt a8 yours 2 2 den 1 
worth the Trouble twill bis you. to relate it, 
Not the moſt ragged 8 ſawing the: 
Heart in ſunder — 4 inflict more Torta 
than did theſe Wards: Oh God! cry'd he to 


y Sofftneſs, yer expsrienge it in vain] - but 
= recovering his Diſorders as Well af poſſible, 
IF Lindamira, ſaid ho to her, tog well 

I know your Gaodneſs. to doubt your kindelt 
 Commiſeratian of my Wos; but Oh it is @ 
ſuch 2 Nature, as will not bear Oonfeſſion. 
the Wound's too recent ta admit the Air. Vee 

without Balſom, interrupted ſhe, how £an-youl 
hope 2 Cure? Ido not, haſtily rejoyn d He, 
1 know 3 it is not even 19 5 the Power of Heaven 
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itſelf 


no. Troubles hut in Idea; wh ercas ! 


himſelf, that I muſt experience ſuch Heavens... > 9 
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may have all t bis time been my own Tor men- 
tor! tho far unworthy the Love of ſuch an 
Angelick Charmer, I may beyond my Hopes be 


* Th ' ” 
[ 8 


irfelf to help me, and have no With remain⸗ 
ing but to dye in Silence. Theſe Expreſſions 
confirming her that it was indeed ſome more 
than ordinary Emotion with which he was 
_ Poſſeſt, and which if ſuffer'd ro prey longer 


on his Spirits might be fatal, or to his Rea- 
fon or his Life, the grew more anxious than 
before for the Diſcovery of it, and renew'd' 


her Entreaties with ſuch earneſtneſs, that he 3K 
ſtood in need of all his Wir and Eloquence # 
to evade the Queſtions ſhe ask'd him, without # 
either 3 rude, or complying more than he 2 £ 


durſt: At laſt ſhe told him, ſhe would not be 


_ denyed, telling him, ſhe a little reſented his 1 
Suſpicion of her Secrecy; fince that | { 


could prevent him from revealing what ſhe ſo | 


much defir'd to know, and which ſhe was cer- 
rain cou'd not but with Pain be conceal'd.— | 


The moſt deſpairing Paſſion might at ſuch a 
Behaviour know a Glimpſe of Hope,— a d. 
den Dawn of Joy broke in upon his Mind, 
and for a Moment enlight'ned all his Gen. 


Tis not impoſlible, thought he, but thar'F | 


bleſt; and cruel ro myſelf, and moſt unjuſt ro 


her, 1 have been ſilent and humble to a Fault. 1 | 
But theſe Suggeſtions laſted not Jong cnough' | 


for the time it would have taken to declare 
himſelf, they were immediately check'd 4 


others of a different Nature, and more con- L 
formable ro the Diſpoſition of her on whom. - 


they were employ'd.—— He ſaw well, that 


? wholly taken up with ' Friendſhip, ſhe forgor b q 


chat 


43 chat there r ſuch a * had ass 
human Bodies, and was immediately carryed 
from the ſweet Deception, by conſidering 55 0 | 
there cou'd not be a greater Proof that ſhe 
was far from ſuſpecting the Truth, than her 
I preſſing him to declare it. He continued ſome 
time without ſpeaking, bur fix'd his Eyes on 
| re A Look which Sep unurterable 


Sn 


= 2 


om; ou rom bur are my Ton ue, 
YT . 1 y, eos bd il 
be con rh by a more fatal Proof. In ſpeakx- 
iyg theſe Words, he turn'd to a Table Where 
on ſtood a Standiſh, and having ſome Paper in 
his Pocket, he wrot theſe Lines: 1 
1 My Melancholy id occaſi gels 15 a OW 
= KL et Palo, which all my Efforts to conquer 
are but vain. 
what Aponies'T have Sancta it, and with 
What Terror now diſcloſe it —— Death 
had been infinitely leſs formidable than the 
Apprehenſions of your Diſpleaſure at the 
Diſcovery. . Bur Oh! remember, my 
too adorable Siſter ! 'twas yourſelf, Who 
wWrung it from me, and pity the Tortures 
of a bleeding Heart, which loves to Death, 
X © yet dreads nothing fo much. as the declaring. 
the Paſſion 'tis ſo full of. Your Charms 
alone, Oh excellent Lindamira! cou'd pro- 
42 | © duce Effects ſuch as theſe. Too near- 
ly have | been permitted to gaze on your 
. W ſince . . of en- 
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Heaven only knows with 8 


—— INES 


Hand, Suffer me to depart, cryed he with 
Emotions twill occafion, — all I entreat is 


 company'd theſe Words, which having ended, 


advertency in preſiing him to reveal himſelf, — BY 


# 
\ | 
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© joying them in the way which cou'd alone 
# preſerve the Life of the | | 
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$ he folded up, a utting it into her 
| | ad, h 
BY 


the utmoſt Diſorder, before you read what. | 
1 have written, — I cannot ſtand the firſt 


your F ty for my Misfortunes — forgive, 
and do not hate me. A tender Embrace ac- 


e tore himſelf away with all the Marks f 

ngutſh in his Face. Leaving her in a Sur- 
prize, which cannot be well expreſs'd, — 
ſhe attempted not to ſtay him, by this time 
tis poſſible gueſſing ſome part of the Truths 
which to be aſſur' d of, ſhe haſtily open'd. the 
Paper, and 'tis difficult to ſay, Whether he il 
found, greater Pain in writing it, than ſhe at 
reading it, She now condemn'd her own In- 


2 thouſand Words and Actions now came freſh * 
imo her Mind, which might before have in- | 
form'd her, that Love, and Loye of her a- 
lone, had wrought this Transformation in 
him. Never Woman more repin'd at the 
little Effect of her Charms on the Man her . 
Soul was fond of, than did ſhe at the too 
great Power of her's over her unhappy Bro» 
ther. The Friendſhip ſhe had for him was ſa | 
N | 1 near 
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Fear u- kin to Loe, that it wanted only (ite la 
patiencies of it to be the fate 
Ae Trouble to her to think of 
him no more, but Abſence being the only 
Means that ſhe could invent, which ptomis'd 


| 1 YG any Mitigation of his Paſſion, ſhe took Penand 
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. 5 
ment or my Grief; at che reading a DeChra- 
tion ſo unexpected ed, {6 alarming? — Your 
5 „Friendship _ a 


„ and adviv'd. him to make that i 
ment in theſe Terme. EL 


3 


; 1 o the re but — Bur.Lakac o. 


ther ! ſhall T expreſs my Aſtoniſh- 


hing To den _ priz'd 'by 
me, that 1 thought it an bili 


* eg but the Decreaſe of ir ſhould een 
Pain. Oh Hlittk did 1 ſuſpect it would 
have atrriv'd at this dangerous, this critninal 


Exceſs ! How unhappy am I, that I am 
compelbd to wiſh rather that you hated. me, 
wan lov'd to a Degree fo pernicious ro your 
© Peace —— 


II know no Hij Spine equal to chat your 
8 „ Comrrſation b Effie ef affording me, yet [ 
muſt forever deprive my ſelf of it, fince Rea- 


ö 7 < fon poĩnts out no other way to brin Og back 


„to your former Tranquility. — You fee I 


1 with us, as with any other two Perſons in the 
1 World. Inced no other Prooſs to convinee me 


it Ts tn | 


# 1TH what Words, my il Kr g. 


L write in a perfect Contidener of the Sinceri- 
ty of what you ſay, I wiſh there were a Pof⸗ 
I Libiliry for me to doubt it. It is not, alas! 


that 


n 


that you love, than that you tell me ſo; that 
Declaration has in it too much Guilt to have 
been made by Choice, or out of an unmean- 
ing Gallantry l am convinc'd my Preſence 8 
is indeed too dear, and therefore entreat you 
m not ignorant 


* 


„ W 


6 


will avoid it. But becauſe I a 
what Effects ſuch àn Effort may produce in 
a Mind not well fortify'd with Reſolution, 
I conjure you to ſummon to your Aid the 
whole Force of Yours; call in all that Reli- 
gion, Law, Morality, and the World's Opi- 
nion can ſuggeſt, to vanquiſn a Paſſion which 
is obnoxious to them all — Indulge your 
ſelf in every Amuſement this gay Town af- 
fords — Frequent, the Park, the Theatre, 
the Drawing-Room; drink Tea with the 
lovelieſt Women, and Wine with the wit- &# 
tieſt and politeſt Men; let all your ſerious j 
Hours be employed in the Sudy of ſome | 
Science, the more Difficulty you find in at- 
taining it, the more it will engroſs your | 
Thoughts; and let your unbended ones be 
paſs'd among thoſe moſt capable of diverting 
you. As for your Children, depend upon it 
they ſhall never want a Mother's Care; on 
the leaſt Summons they ſhall attend you ar | 
your Houle, as often as you pleaſe. —— I ba- 
niſh you, my deareſt Brother, but in doing ſo 
I give you the greateſt Proof of my Tender- 
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neſs. that I can do —— As you have, there- 
fore, honoured me with accepting my Advice 
in other Affairs, neglect it not in this, ſo high- 
© ly Material to all thoſe Principles which 
Virtue and Honour oblige us to preſerve 3K 
Make no Attempt to ſee me; avoid as much 
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at We * poſlible all Diſcourſe of me, and be aflur'd 


VC Ye that it ſhall be my care to prevent all acci- 
nde denral Interviews, at leaſt till you have 
ſo far overcome your preſent Deſires, as to 
ue entertain me only in ſuch a manner as be- 
comes a Siſter to receive. — Farewel, my 
much pityed, much lamented Brother; may 
Heaven inſpire you with another Mind, and 
reſtore you to my Embraces, ſuch as I wiſh 
to find you. — My Prayers and Wiſhes ſhall 
neyer ceafe to reſtifie me -” 


the moſt faithful, moſt tender of your 
Friends, as well as affectionate Siſter 


© »” : 


. S. I defire no Anſwer, unleſs it be three 
© Words to aſſure me you will comply with 
© my Requeſt ; more would diſpleaſe me, ſince 
6 it would take up too much of that Time which 
© might be better employ'd in Endeavours for 
© the Cure of your Paſſion. Once more- 
© adiet, molt deſerving and moſt capable of 
© inſpiring the tender Paſſion in any Heart where 
| © to entertain it would not be a Crime. 
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4 | of the paſſionatly affected Bellario ſwelled at 
the Receipt of this Epiſtle, wou'd be a Tas 
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dis whole Fabrick like an Earthquake: He ex- 
= GR pected 
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which my weak Genius is utterly incapable » 


To repreſent with what Emotions the Breaſt 


performing: Nor am I certain if the moſt Ele- 
vated cou'd do Juſtice to the ſtrong Convul- 
ſions which labour'd in his Mind, and ſhook. 


pected no leſs than to be baniſh'd from her 
Society, but the ſoft Manner in which ſhe 
gave that Sentence, that Tenderneſs which ap- 

ear'd in every Expreſſion, that Zeal for his 

Jonour, his Intereſt, and Peace of Mind, let * 
him more than ever into the Beauties of her 
Soul, and made him know there was nothing 
in it but what was Angelic, Twou'd fill a 
Volume, ſhould I recount the Exclamations I 
have been told he made on the Severity of his 
Fate; to convince him there was ſuch Excel» 
lence in Womankind, and at the ſame time 
ſuch invincible Barrs between him and the 
Enjoyment of it —— Twas with an infi-⸗ 
nity of Rapture he found himſelf ſo dear to 
her, but then the Reflection that he was able 
to obtain no more from her Kindneſs than he | 
ſhou'd from her Diſdain or Hate, mingled a Hor- 
ror with his Joy, which was very near driving ³⁵ 
him to Madneſs. —— He ſer down to anſwer 8 
her Letter, began again, and again, but the: 
Confuſion of his Thoughts wou'd not permit 
. Him for ſome Days to write any thing which 
he cou'd refolve to ſend; at laſt, after innume= 
_ Table Efforts, he forc'd himſelf to this Reply, 


To the too Adorable, too Exquiſitely 5 
Lovely LINDAM IX A. 


He, impotie i i for gf to ane 
11 you in the Manner I would, or ought 
to do, my long Delay is a Proof of You 


- 


are ſo aſtoniſhingly good, ſo much divine, that 


© dull Mortality is dazled, and Senſe but vainly 
5 endeavours to take in all your al —_— 
. „ From 
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c From the Pride, Affectation, or Vanity of any 
2 other Charmer, I might have found that 
is Cure you wiſh, but the Soul that once adores 
et e the heavenly Landamira, muſt do ſo always 
r —— Paſſion enflam'd by Contemplation, int 
g creaſes every Moment, and that very phe 
a F whoſe Aid you command me to invoke that 
F I may ceaſe to love, tells me there ee 
elſe worth Loving. — No, my all- beauteous s 
F all- charming Siſter! not all the Remedies 
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you have preſcrib'd, have power to bamſh 


be 
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you one Moment from my Thoughts if 
7 1 on the fine Eyes, well-rurn'd Mouth, 
delicate Complexion of any other Woman, 
F your dear Idea riſes is my Mind with double 
Luſtre by the foil of an inferior Beauty, and 
ſhows me how ſuperlatively fair you are. 
If ro Mulick I have recourſe, in tender 
Notes it only ſerves to ſooth my Pain, : 
W* cven Wit, ro a Temper made ſower like 
mine with inward Angniſh, loſes all its reliſſi 
and becomes rather impertinent than pleaſ- 
= 15 Soma and when I venture on the Grape's 
nin 
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iring Juice, oh Lindamira / not all the 
F Precepts you remind me of, but that Awe 
F alone which accompanies my Paſſion, pre- 
F vents me from flying to your Houſe ma- 

F. king you mine by Po I dare not re- 
2X peat the Wildneſs of my Wiſhes, nor to what 
X dold heights Imagination then tranſports me 
= — Ein- lie, Erd with the s Guilt, 

I dare attempt to rifle even Heaven itſelf in 
vou Oh pardon the Frenzy of my ake- 
ing Brain, ang compaſſionate what I feel in 
X conquering Emotions ſuch as theſe — 
= C 2 When 
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76 the, and of Modeſty ; and, as you bid me 


bling Hand to fign a Sentence more ſevere, |} Y 


„ Hope. — Where I ſhall go hereafter, ler 23 


neſs for this unfortunate Gentleman, 'tis 3 ' 


bs I 6 * * 
When I am my ſelf, all my Intervals of Senſe L 
© are conformable to the ſtricteſt Rules of Vir- | $ 
© ſummon all my Reſolution to my Aid, de- b 
© lieve I now do fs, when I compel my trem- Þ 


© more terrible than a thouſand Deaths cou'd | 9 
© be, that of being barith'd from your Sight 
Les, I will hide me for ever from your 
Eyes, leſt my Diſtraction ſhould ſome day 3 
© drive me to Acts, which make my Sou! 
5 ſhudder even but to think on —— Nor ſhall 

© you hear further from me —— Oh God! this 
„is my laſt Farewel, would, when I take 
© this Leave, I could alſo bid an Eternal Adeiu 
© to the Word. ——T ſhould die bleſs'd to 
© have Lindamira the laſt Object of my depart- 
ing Soul — bur Fate, and you forbid that 


© Prieſts determine, but this I know that Tar m. 
© now all Hell. Ten thouſand Fiends rage 
in my Breaſt, and rend it with Variety of Tor- 
“ tures, fir Company only for the Damn'd. 
c * Once more adieu all OY and Lindamira. 2 


| 7 25 Deſparing . 


: B E L L A R 10, x 
By the Character 1 Bare - ed Siren «| 1 
her Virtue, her good Nature, and her Tender- 


for the Reader to believe ſhe felt the moſt 
poynant Sorrow at the receipt of Lines ſo lit- 1 
tle conformable to her Withes for his xc | 3 


L 1 
ce she cou'd not preſently reſolve whe- 
3 ther ſhe ſhou'd write again or not. At firſt, 
XZ ſhe had an Inclination to renew her Re- 
- queſt, That he would make uſe of his own 
- Z Endeavours to bring him Eaſe, and mingle 
XZ ſome Arguments drawn from Religion, for 
the Alleviation of his Deſpair, which he ex- 
preſt in ſuch: a manner as made her trem- 
ble: But then ſhe conſider'd that any thing 
from her wou'd but ſerve: more to remind 
him of her, and as things ſo very violent 
| are ſeldom of long Continuance, ſhe flat- 
is ter'd herſelf with ſome Hope, that in time 
e bis Diſorders mighd abate, and was therefore 
u determin'd on Silence.: 7 - 4 4 S027 
o He kept his Word in letting her hear no 
- Z farther from him. About three Weeks 
it had paſt over ſince the Receipt of that Letter; 
in all which time he had neither written, nor 
n\ ſent any Meſſage to her Houſe, and ſhe-was 
beginning to think he was in good Earneſt at- 
tempting his Cure; when being one Day in'a 
2X Viſit to ſome Ladies, one of them dematided 
of her, with a great deal of Concern, what 
vas the Opinion of the Phyſicians concerning 
the Recovery or Danger of ber Brother; at 
which ſhe look'd amaz d, but immediately ma- 
king Anſwer, That ſhe knew not he was in- 
diſpos'd, the other told her that Doctor 
128 had acquainted her, that he was not 
only extremely Ill, but alſo that his Life was 
ys deſpair'd of. He added alſo, ſaid ſhe,” 


1 © 
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that this Morning a: Conſultation was to be 
- & held concerning his Diſtemper, which it ſeems: 
„is of ſuch a Nature as Art is at a Loſs to find 

1 Out; 


1261 


out ; and it wes this Information which oces | 


ſfion'd me to enquire of yon, Madam _— I 
nued ſhe) who I doubted not but cou'd have 
reſolv'd me, being ſo nearly related to him, by 
Some little . 4 


Alliance and Rrienddaip. 
rence, where great Affairs are depending 


ply'd Lindamira, conccaling her Diſorder 5 7 
much as poſſible) may happen between thoſe 
more nearly united than we can be. Ido 
not deny but a ſmall Diſpute has made us 
greater Strangers than before; I am however 

y concern'd to hear he is in Danger. 
Some farther Diſcourſe having paſt between 
them, Lindamira took her leave with a Heart 
much leſs at Eaſe than. when ſhe came into 
that Houſe. —— Art her return home ſhe 
gave a Look to her Difquietsz Pity and Di- 
cretion' made a kind of Civil War within 
her Breaſt, the one reminding her, that as ſhe i 
had been the Cauſe of thoſe extraordinary a- 


inſimitely 


gitations which had doubtilieſs thrown him 


into the Danger 
fome Comfort to his Griets; the other repre- 


ſented to her, that ſuch a Viſit might poſſibly 
2 5 4 55 
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encourage him to Hopes, not at all to the 
Advantage of the Cure of his Paſſion, tho” it 
might to the other Diſeaſe under which at 
Preſent he languiſſed. Having for a long 
time debated within herſelf, ſhe ſent a Ser- 
vant to enquire in whatState he wasz whobring- 
ing her back word, that he. was in the moft 
dangerous One that cou'd be, and that thoſe 


» v7 employed in the Conſultation had 


y given over all 3 of Life, the 


Re: 
; * 
thought it „ IC Adren 1 
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| 3 Pefore his Drath; for which purpoſe 


2 ſhe ſent 
them to his Houſe, under the Care of an Old 
Woman, who had formerly been a Nurſe in 
I The Family. As ſoon as he ſaw them enter, 
I ſy Sifter (ſaid he with a weak Voice) is ex- 
b 2 good, to put me in remembrance of what, 
ad 7 any thing of the 7 I cou d net have 
Woe — But will ſhe not afford me a lef 
Farewell (purſued he) will fr wot come ber 
} EH She onireats to be excuſed (replyed the 
. urſe) but ſends you her be i 955 for the 
= Reſtoration of your Health. #4 thank ber, reſu- 
: AX aged he, and carers thoſe eee fainting 
in the Bed. Proper Remedies 
Senſe ſoon returned, and calling — Pen and yg 
1 Paper, he writ in this manner, | 


To the too Divine Lindami ra. 


-ILL now 1 forbose ſending to yon; 
a fearing you wou'd look on my 7 Ii 
„ diſpoſition as a Feint to excite more Com- 
paſſion than you were willing to beſtow z 
* — ſince I perceive you have been inform'd 
of it by other Hands, and are charitable e- 
X nough to believe it real, E hope you will 
not think it a Breach of that Reſolurion, | 
never to write to you again, if I now do, to 
entreat that I may ſee you before I dye. 
They tell me I cannot live three Days, and 
F lure I am, that never Wretch expired in A- 
3 gonies ſuch as I muſt bear, if you vouchſafe 
F not a laſt Farewell. For the fake there- 
** of my Soul's Eternal Peace, on not 
this 


a- 


= 
EOS 


5 20 | 
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this Requeſt to him who (as he has liv'd) | 


dies wholly devoted to your Will. 


ta BRL. LA RIO. 
i The Difficulty he found in writing theſe 
few Lines, convinc'd the Perſon Lindamira 
had ſent to him, that his Condition was full 


oY 
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as dangerous as was reported; and after having 


ſeen him embrace his Children, return'd with 


them to her Lady, giving her an Account of | 


his Behaviour, and at the ſame time preſent- 
ing her the Billet, which ſhe haſtily opened, 
and accompanied the Peruſal of with a Flood 


of Tears; and ſeeing theeldeſt of thoſe Infants |} 


(who was now come to the Ape of having ſome 


Notion what the Name of Father meant) weep- 
ing and lamenting by her, her Griefs were re-. 


newed with ſuch Violenee, that taking him 


and the other two one after another in her 


Arms, the could not forbear crying out, Oh 
Heaven] what Recompence can I ever make theſe 
dear little Ones for the Loſs they ſuffer through 
my means. Oh Bellario! Bellario! of 
lovely, moſt accompliſh'd of all Mankind, that 1 
cou'd ſave thee at the Expence of any thing but 
Honour. The Woman's Softneſs now ſo whol- 
ly prevail'd, that without giving herſelf Time 
for Conſiderat ion, ſhe call'd for a Chair, and 
made her ſelf be carried to his Houſe that Mi- 
nute. As ſoon as ſhe was brought into the 
Room where he was, the Sight of his alter- 
ed Countenance, and weak and -trembling 
Voice, redoubling her Grief and Tenderneſs, 


ſhe 
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| ſhe was able to bring out no more than, OH, 
my Brother ! — and with theſe Words ſhe 
| ſwooned away on the Bed by him. A Servant 
being in the Chamber, ſhe was immediately 
recover'd, and Bellario making a Sign that he 
had ſomething to ſay in private, he withdrew ;* 
on which, O Lindamira/ (laid he) how cruel 
is my Fate, when even Pity, ſuch as you ex- 
preſs, has not the Power to give me Eaſe? 
But ccaſe (continued he) oh thou divineſt 
of thy Sex! to grieve —— rather rejoice 
that I am about to throw off this Load of 
| Miſery and Guilt. + Forbear (interrupted 
W ſhe, looking on him with Eyes ſwimming in 
Tears of mingled Love and Grief) ro wound 
my Soul with Words fo cruelly cutting — _ 
cannot bear your Death —— Oh! Live 
Live, for Lindamira's Sake, to whom you are 
more dear than Language can expreſs, or e- 
ven Thought can form I too ſeverely o- 
bey'd the Dictates of my Virtue, hen JI de- 
ny'd my ſelf the Joy of ſeeing you ———— 


Oh! that te recall that Sentence, wou'd re- 
ſtore you to the Condition from which it 
threw you, into one ſo ſad, ſo deplorable as 
this —— What wou'd I not give to ſee you 
as you were —— We'd fit rogether, and 
in ſoft Condolements aſſwage our mutual 
Grief, that we are made too near to be- 
come more near. And wou'd you then, my 
charming Siſter! (cryed he) wou'd you, ſhou'd 
Heaven reſtore me, permit me to entertain 
you with my Paſſion? —— Wou'd you, when 
declar'd a Lover, treat me with the Freedom 
of a Brother? — Oh! you but fay this te 
„ 2D | deludg 
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gelude me back again to the Thoughts of Life 


—— You will renounce it all, and drive me to 


that we adore above, or fear below (reſumed 
| the) II {wear, that while you contain yourſelf 
within thoſe Bounds by which all honourable, 
Paſſions arc ene ds mat all the Cenſure, 
of rhe talking World ſhall make me drive 
you from me, or what | refuſe to you, grant 
o the — For the 
Sake of your dear Peace, more precious, to me 
than that of all your Sex, I vow, and will each 
Day repeat the Proteſtation, never to enter- 
tain another Love, or liſten to the render Paſ- 
Gon from any Lips but yours. Now, now 
(ery'd he, kiſſing her Hand) I wiſh to live! 
His Weakneſs wou'd not permit him at thav i 
time to utter more; bur as he gather'd Breath, 
never did Love inſpire his Votary with Ex- 
reſſions more ſoft, more tender, more diſſolv- 
ing to the Hearer's Heart. So deeply was Lin- 


to the Wiſh of any other Man 


damira affected with them, that forgetting; her 
uſual Reſerve, ſhe reſolv'd not to qu 
till he ſhou'd. either recover his Heat 


monſtrated in ſo unhoped a manner, was of 


more Efficacy than all the Preſcriptions of 
the Phyſicians; he py better every. Day, 

ame perfectly out of 
Danger. She left not his Houſe however, 
foon as he was, he ſcarce was abſent 1 | 


and in. a ſmall time 


A — MM 


it him, 
| or be 
no longer in a Condition to be ſenſible of 
her Kindneſs, She order d a, Pallat to be 
brought into his Chamber, and continued 
there Night and Day. Her Affection, de- 
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4 TA in thee Hours: which Necericy decianded : 


& Perſons of a different Sex ſhou d 11 in Ciifes 
rent Apartments. 

All their Converſation was now made up 
Jof the moſt endeating Phraſes that Love an 
Wit cou'd dictate; he boldly own'd his Paſs 
ſion, and the ſcrupl'd not to acknowledge the 


| | was unhappy, becauſe it was not in her Power 
to reward it in ſuch a manner as ſhou'd leave 


is little acquainted with the Paſſion z Natuns 


him no more to wiſn. She permitted him 
to kiſs, embrace, and uſe all modeſt Freedoms 
with her, and for a time he ſeem'd contented 

XX with the Bleſſings: But whoever imagines that 
Lose will ftop till it becomes Matter of all; 


A too joyns with it, in overthrowing "all thoſe 


= Bounds which Virtue and Religion may raiſe 


I agaialt it, and both together may in ſome Mo« 
ments triumph over the moſt Chaſte. Even 
Lindamira herſelf; tho' in every Perfection of 
irtue deſerving more than I have ſaid of her; 
had like to have experienc'd this Truth. They 
were alone together one Evening in her Bed- 
2 he was fondly leaning on her Bo» 
om, teſtifying by a thouſand render Words 

x np Senſe he had of the Happineſs he enjoy, 
and that of which he was not permitted to 
hope, when all on a ſudden that part of Love 
which is call'd Defire became too violent for 
KReſtraint.— His Eyes aſſum'd a fieror 
Blaze, his Cheeks grew red, his whole Frame 
trembled with the inward Flame, he catch'd 


ber in his Arms, and prefling cloſe her Laps 


with the moſt eager burning Kiſſes, bore her 
do. the Bed, where all defenceleſs with Sur- 
5 prixe, 
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prize, and perhaps ſome lictle Mixture of In- 


clination, all her Virtue had fallen a Sacri- 
fice that Moment to his rapacious Paſſion, had 


not a too great Impatience for Poſſeſſion de- 


—_ him of 'the Power, and given her time 
oth to riſe and to reſent the Attempt. ——— 


Be gone! cry'd ſhe, unworthy of my Love 


or Friendſhip !—- is this the noble Paſſion you 
ed Is this the Behaviour of a 
Man who truly loves? — I bluſh to think 


pretended ? 


how much I have been deceiv'd, and for what 


a Man I have ſo deeply intereſted myſelf. I 


She utter'd many other Reproaches of the 1 


like Nature, which Bellario heard without 
the leaſt Interruption, till continuing to give 5 
ll 


Vent to the virtuous Indignation ſhe was 


with What ſtay you in my Preſence for? 
ſaid ſhe, mean you to make any new Attempts i 
upon my Honour, or have you hopes to be 


forgiven for this you have already offered - 


= 


but entertain not ſuch a Hope, — here 1 
throw off all that Tenderneſs which thy ima- 
gin'd_Virtue and Diſtreſs inſpir'd me with, 

and from this Moment renounce all Com- 
merce, all Society with thee, and on no Ac- 
count will ever be prevail'd on to ſee or hear 
thee more. Bellario, Who had no ſooner left 
off being Guilty, than he was ſtruck with | 
deep Remorſe for it, and was too well ac- 
quainted with her Diſpoſition, not to know 
the was no leſs offended than ſhe appear'd to 

be; I merit all, ſaid he, and greater Re- 


0-0 
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proaches than that Divine Tongue accuſtom'd Þ 
only to Softneſs can find Words to utter; and 
as I deſpair to be ſo far forgiyen as to be re- 


eſtabliſh'd in thar Heaven of Felicity, yout 
good Opinion and Eſteem beſtow'd, Hade no 

more to do, but to regain it by teſtifying my 
| Repentance, which 1 now do this way, en- 
treating that my Blood may expiate my Tranſ- 
greſſion, and that after Death 
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you will not 
hate me. In ſpeaking theſe Words, he 


drew his Sword, and putting the Hilt of it 


to the; Ground, threw himſelf on the Point 
of it, before ſhe, having her Eyes turmn'd an- 


other way, had time to prevent it. The 


Chamber was in a Moment coyer'd with 


Wound ſo effectually as he deſign'd, was a 


bout to give himſelf a ſecond; When à little 


8 recover'd from the Surprize and Fright that 


ſhe, you hope to expiate another ?!— What 
has your Fury, your Diſtraction done? In 
WJ ſpeaking this, ſhe ſtamp'd with her Foot 
loud as ſhe cou'd, calling for Help at the 
ſame time, on which two. or three of the Ser- 
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to 


be,, 
ſinn' d b 


Adtion had put her into, ſhe run to him, and 
ſnatching the Sword, Is it by one Crime; ſaid 


45 


vants running in, ſhe order'd one of them to 


bring a Surgeon, while the others Help'd him 
to 115 down, on the Bed, he being faint With 
Loſs of Blood. Vour Care, tho! generous to 
one you no longer have a Friendſhip for, ſaid 
hall be in vain. I öam teſolv'd on 
Death, or your Forgiveneſs, and as I have 
ſinn'd beyond the one will not be;refus'd the 
bother. All the Indignation which his late ge- 
bhaviour had inſpi”'d her with, was now ſo 
& wholly ſwallow'd up in Grief for his Deſpair, 

FF - That ſhe immediately yielded to POO ns 
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but telling him, that ſo far from neee 
the Efteem ſhe once had for him, be cou 


t, he was put into a Chair and carry 


the Means of flying 
„ that is a 
< ritude to bear, and I hafte to feek that Re- 
s poſe in the Grave, which Love and you de- 
© Þ ny IST My lateft Breath however 


26] 


have done nothing 


which wou'd fo readily 


- forfeit all the Remains of it, as this; and en- 
deavouring to ſet before his Eyes, in the moſt 
lively Colours ſhe un, the Heinouſneſs 6f | 


Self-Murder, paſt away the Time till the 


Surgeon came, who preſently ſearchin Io 7 


Wound, declar'd, it was ſo far from 
mortal, that he hoped his Patient wou'd foe 
nothing 


ed Home, 
Lindamira not giving him any Aſſurance ſhe 
had forgiven his Offence 3 — dreadful was 


her 1 when early the next . | 


ing his Servant brought her a Letter, the 
Contents whereof were writ in Blood, and 
were as N 5 


2 To my | greathy: 0 fended Deity, the ineu- 
borable, but in Death ador'd whe lewd 


 Lanpanina. 


IAN you know me; and believe I fear 
— or value Life enough to endure 


< 4 0 lin g Tortures Abſence from you af- 
y fords. EW ound which was occafion'd by 
rratſgrefs'd thoſe Rules 


Senſe of having 
Far ctib'd me to preſerve, affords we ſtill 
from your Diſpleaſure ; 
the few things I want Fot- 


6 1s 


of it in ten Days time. Having dreft } 


de and 


i 
9 


\ 


tat 


| is emplo & in mere your Focgivenefs 
for my Fault, and that Heaven may unceaſ- 
ing ſhow'r on you Bleſſings equal to your: 
Virtues, and the Wiſhes of the 


| Eupiring BLLANI0. 


1 had ſhe come to the cnc bed £1 
Wore ſhe fainted away; but foon after recover- 
Pag, demanded of the Servant io what. Com- 
dition he had left his Maſter, and what had 
hnap' ned Snce he was carry'd Home in ſo much 
Probability of doing well: To which he an- 
ſwer'd, Tbat put to Bed, he was no 
ſooner there than he tore off the Bandage of 
his Wound, which was diſcover'd by the great 
Quantity of Bload which appear id on. the 
| Sheets, when the Perſon. appointed to wateh 
went toward. him to. give him a Cordial he 
was order d to take; the Fellow added alſo, 
that the Surgeon being ſent ſor before he came 
away with that Letter, his Maſter proteſied 
he wou'd not be reliev'd by him, and that 
two of his Companions were now employ'd 
in holding him in __ 2 to pre- 
vent him from tearing the W a 
gain. Lindamira cou'd not be told this with - 
out reflecting that without ane Grain of Love; 
the Duty of à Chriſtian. oblig'd her to go to 
put a Step to the wild Carecr of his Deſpair, 
WON in her Power ſhe well knew it only 
| She found him as the Servant had deſcrib'd, 
all wild, reſolute to dye, and enrag'd with 
thoſe 25 endeayour'd to preſerve: him from 
| It; 


bb. So nw» VI SD I, T7” ee 


 tTbatne waits 


wou'd immediately recal them, if he attempt- 


* 


1281 
it; as ſoon as ſhe/enter'd, ſhe order'd every 
Body to leave the Room, relling them, ſhe 


ed any thing againſt himſelf while. ſhe was 
preſent. She began at firit to reaſon with him 
in the graveſt manner on the Action he had 
been guilty of, and his Perſeverance in De- 
ſigns fo contrary to Nature as well as to Reli- 
gion, and that Reſignation which all reaſona- 
ble Beings are taught to pay to the Will of 
the Almighty Diſpoſer : Bur finding theſe Ar- 
guments had little Effect on him, and that in- 
ſtead of yielding to the Juſtice of them, he 
diſputed with her, that Nature gave to cvery 
Thing a certain Propenſity to ſearch for Eaſe 
and fly from Pain, he therefore ſinn'd not a- 
gainſt her Laws to rid himſelf of a Life which 
afforded not the one, and inflicted the utmoſt 
Severity of the other on him; and as to Re- 
ligion, Heaven, he ſaid, if it had ordain'd him 
to live, wou'd not have permitted Miſeries to 
fall on him which he was unable to ſuſtain. 
Lindamira was extreamly ſhock'd to hear 
from him Replies ſuch as theſe; but rho? ir 
was in her Power to have confuted all he ſaid, 
the preſent Obſtinacy of his Deſpair made her 
delay it *till a fitter Seaſon, and perceiving 
that nothing but her Forgiveneſs and return'd 
Affection was of Force to prevail on him to 
live, ſhe made no longer a Scruple to afford 
him the one, and gave him hope of obtaining 
the other. On which he conſented to have 
proper Remedies apply'd to him for the re- 
newing of his Blood and Spirits, and in a 
| ſhort time recover'd. T 

5 | Bur | 
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hut he no . was fo, than beginning to 
reſume on the Proofs of her Aﬀection, he 
DH oldly ſollicited her in Marriage; and when 
oe repreſented how contrary ſuch an Alliance 
ou'd be to the known Laws of both Heaven | 
and Earth, he endeavour'd to bring her to a- 
bother Opinian by Arguments which ſhe ſtood 
Wn vced of all her Religion and Virtue to op- 
1 L., ſo dangerous js it to liſten to a Man of 
Wir, when reſolute to obtain his Point. 
he yielded not however, but he had the Sa- 
4 refaltion to obſerve what he ſaid had made 
her very much recede from that Viojence with 
W which ſhe ar firſt declar'd againſt it. | 
= By this time, his Paſſion for her, and the 
9 wild Effects of it, was no Secret to the World; 
Wc very one ralk'd of it as they pleas'd ; and Lindo- 
ira, tho' of a Character fo moch eftabliſh'd, 
Wow eſcap'd not Cenſures no way to her Advaite 
rage. — She was not inſenſible of it, but Love 
Ad Pity made her rejeft ali Conſiderations, Yor 
rhoſe of preſerving the Life of a Man to 
ce found herſelf ſo dear. He kept I cher 10 
continually with her, that ſhe had very little 
WH cifure for any other Reflections than thoſe in- 
4 ſpir'd by him; but ſomething of Moment hap- 
8 pening, which requir'd his Preſence in that 
Part of the Country where his Eſtate was ſitu- 
red, he was oblig'd to take Leave of her for 
5 : ſhorr time. Before his Departure he had pre- 
raipd on her to make him a kind of half Pro- 
Wiſe, that the wou'd be his Wife at his Re- 
turn; but in his e having the Oppor- 
unity of ſeeing many Friends, ſome of them 
took the Freedom of Acer her concern- 
ing what the Town 3 ſo full of, the , 
of 


ther) ſhe writ to him, in anſwer to a Letter ſhe 


L391]. 

of her Brother. She perceiv'd the greateſt 
Part of the Hiſtory of his late Behaviour had 
reach'd the Ears of thoſe who talk'd te her; 
and ſhe was oblig'd to recite the reſt in Vin- 
dication of the Tenderneſs with which ſhe con- 
tinu'd to treat him, after he had declar'd him- 
ſelf her Lover. But happening to ler fall ſome 
Words, which ſcem'd to hint that ſhe did not 
think a Marriage between them ought to be 
| look'd upon as Criminal, before an old Gentle- 

man eminent for Piety and good Senſe, he ar- 
gued againſt it in ſo winning, and at the 
ſame time terrifying a manner, that all Bel. 
lario had ſaid in Defence of it appear'd 
no more than the eſtions of his Deſires. 
In fine, ſne was wholly diſſuaded from it, and 
aſham'd that ſhe had ſo far yielded to the 
Dictates of her Love or her Compaſſion (call 
it by which Name you will, for both had ſo 
equal a ſhare in the Regard ſhe paid, that ſcarce 

can it be term'd one without Injury to the o- 


receiv'd from him, in this manner. 


To the moſt De ſerving, but too En- 
1  eroaching Bellario. Fee 


L x I Cannot expreſs how much I am griev'd 
| © to find you ſtill the ſame; I had hoped 
« Abſence, and that Hurry of Affairs you have 
© been involv'd in, had leſſen'd ſome Part of 
© thoſe Deſires, ſo much at Enmity with all 
© that bears the Name of Goodneſs. — Be- 
© lieve me, Bellario, the Gratification of an 
© unlawful Paſſion has in it Stings more ſe- 
© yere and ſharp than all Deſpair can inflit 
5 | „„ 
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in the want of it. — I have been convinc'd 
of this Truth, by reflecting in what manner 
I ſhou'd anſwer'it ro myſelf, if I conſented. 
to be yours, — Sure never were any A- 
larms of Conſcience more terrible than mine, 
at the Remembrance that overcome by your 


Importunities I ſeem'd to yield to Argu- 
ments I knew to be fallacious, and flatrer'd 


you with an Imagination that at your Re- 


turn, Nothing ſhou'd be deny'd your 
Wiſhes. — Oh it muſt never be, Bellario / 


— My Blood grows chill with Horror, 
and all my Soul ſhrinks in me but at the 


bare Thought of Inceſt ——— What then 
wou'd not the Act inflict ! — tis Terrible 


to Senſe, — I ſhou'd grow mad, or die: But 


how ? ——— Yes, there's the Queſtion ; for 


Death on any other Score wou'd loſe its 
Terrors; but Oh, I ſhou'd dic hopeleſs of 
Mercy in a future World, and undeſerving 
of Compaſſion here. — Shou'd we be thus 


guilty, be aſſur'd, nor Heaven nor Earth 
wou'd own us; nay, to make the Sum of 
Wretchedneſs compleat, we ſhou'd grow 
hateful alſo to each other, rack'd with Re- 
morſe, ſham'd- with the Taunts of the up- 


braiding World, and dreading our approach- 


ing Doom; how ſhou'd we curſe the Charms 
which lur'd us ro Undoing ! — Oh ! therefore, 
let us remain in Innocence, and truſt to 
Heaven for the Reſtoration of our Peace of 
Mind. — Think not theſe Remonſtrances 
are the Effect of a changing Temper, or 
that I love you leſs when I reſolve never to 
be yours, than when I was almoſt led ro give 


you the utmoſt Aſſurances that I wou'd be Y 
E 2. 2 6 ſa, 
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great Diſquiets, the Love ſhe ſtill confeſs'd 
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dearer to my Soul than ever, and through 


mention, were there a Poſſibility I cou'd do 


* 


it without a Crime, but as there is not, 


- 
an 


deavour rodelude me with falſe Reaſonings, 
taught only in the School of een 


1 had ſeen you; but as you are now at ſq 
great a diflance from me, wou'd have you 
continue a little longer fo, at leaſt while the 
fine Weather affords ſuch Variety of Sports 
as might, methinks, if you wou'd in the 
leaft contribute to it your ſelf, divert your 
Thoughts from a Paſſion which I fear you 
have hitherto too much indulg'd, and which 
I dare no longer ſooth, by permitting any 
farther Converſation with Yo — Adieu. 


that you may overcome all Wiſhes which 
are diſpleaſing to it, among which there is 
none more criminal than thoſe you teſtify 
for = „ N 


Tour Unhappy, 
but zealouſly Affettionate Siſter, 
LiNDAMIRA. 


If he before was impatient to return to 


Town, the Receipt of this Letter made him 
_ infinitely more fo, 


fo, —— for tho” this Alte- 
ration in her Humour fill'd him with very 


fo. — You are, if polivle, this Moment: 
the extremeſt Dangers that Fate can threaten 
wou'd I run to meet you in the way you 


I conjure you, tempt me no more, nor en- 


I wow'd have deferr'd what I now lay, "ill 


May Heav'n be your Inſpirer and your Guide, 


. 
t: ¶ kept him from falling into an abſolute Deſpair, 
and added Wings to his Impatience to be with 
her, and bring her back, by all the ſoft Blandiſn- 
ments of endearing Fondneſs, to the Sen- 
timents he had left her with, — He therefore 
return'd no Anſwer, but took Poſt · Horſes and 
vas at her Gate when ſhe leaſt expected him. 
Her Servants had already told him ſhe was at 
ome; ſhe cou'd not therefore avoid ſeei 
him; but when be enter'd, tho' the 1 
him with her uſual Tenderneſs, ſhe receded 
not in the leaſt from the Contents of her Let- 
ter, and aſſured him, That if he wou'd not 
forbear his Viſits, ſhe wou'd retire to ſome Place 
where he ſhou'd not hear of her, rather than 
continue a Converſation with him ſo dangerous 
to the Virtue of them both. But this was ſo far 
from diſcouraging him, that he rather rejoic'd 
to find ſhe dare not truſt herſelf to his Inſinu- 
ations, than griev'd at the Menace: the Truth 
is, diſcovering ſo much of the Tenderneſs the 
had for him, he imagin'd not ſhe wou'd do as 
ſhe ſaid; and tho' che whole time he ſtay d 
with her, which was all the Evening, he per- 


_ fifted in her Reſolution, yet he did not believe 
me wou'd have the Power to execute ir. The 
next Day he went to viſit her again in the Af- 

; ternoon, ſomerhing extraordinary having pre- 
vented him from going in the Morning; but 

. ſtrangely was he alarm'd to find in reality ſhe 
Was gone out of Town, and that none of her 
Servants cou'd inform him either to What Place, 
or when ſhe wou'd return. Thinking it was 
impoſſible, however, but that ſame one Perſon | 
in the Family muft be privy to her Deſign, he | 
- Krempted to corrupt the Fidelity of 2 all 
i . 5 lever 


* . 
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feverally, and as he had hoped, by Bribes pre- 
vail'd on one of the Maids to inform him ſhe 
vas retir'd to the Houſe of a diſtant Relation 
about ſixteen Miles from London; but that to 
prevent all Diſcovery where ſhe went, ſhe let 
no Perſon in the Family into the Secret but 
her Woman and one Footman, who were both 
with her; bur, {aid the Wench, the young 
Man having made Pretenſions of Love to me, 
I was a little diſturb'd to ſee him and my La- 
dy's Woman go out together ſo early this 
Morning, and watch'd where they went, which 
I found was to the Inn where the Uxbridge 
Coach ſets up; 1 found they took Places in it, 
and preſently after ſaw my Lady come in a 
Chair, and by this means found out the Plot, 
which I beg Sir, purſu'd ſhe, you will never 
mention, becauſe if it ſhou'd be known that I 
reveal'd the Secrets of the Family, it might 
coſt me my Place. Bellario bad her fear no- 
thing, ſhe ſhould neither loſe her Place nor her 
| Lover through his means; and having given 
| ber the promis'd Reward for her Intelligence, 
| went home to contemplate on this Adventure. 
He now found Lindamira was capable of acting 
in every thing as ſhe pleas'd ; and this ſtrength 
of Judgment, ſo rare to be found in a Perſon 
of her Sex, encreas'd his Admiration, as it did 
his Defpair. — He paſt the whole Night in 
the utmoſt Inquietude and reſtleſs Perturba- 
tions, and relapſing into his former Diſtracti- 
ons, he again form'd a Reſolution to die be- 
fore her Eyes, if ſhe perſiſted to refuſe be- 
coming his Wife; to which end he provided 
himſelf with a Pocket-Piſtol, and having 
 charg'd it with a Brace of Bullets, mounted one 
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of his beſt Hor ſes, and attended by two Ser 
ants, departed for Uxbriage : being perfect 
xcquainted with all the Relations of Linda- 


Pen'd to be at a Window which look'd into 
The Road as he paſs'd by, the Orders there- 
Wore that ſhe had given of being deny'd to be 

here, in caſe he ſhould come to enquire for 
Her, were in vain; ſhe was oblig'd to ſee him, 
End to hear a thouſand Proteſtations that he 
came reſolv'd either on Death or Marriage 
but ſhe now abſolutely determin'd to be ſway'd 
Ino more by the Suggeſtions of her Softneſs, 

return'd him for Anſwer, That nothing cou'd 
be ſo great a Grief to her as to know that he 
meant what he ſaid; yet not to ſave his Life, 
nor her own (were he reſolv'd. to attempt it) 
ſhou'd ever prevail on her to exchange the 
Name of Siſter for that of Wife to him. On 
which, without any further Speech than cry- 
ing our,. Then farewel for ever, Cruel Lovely 
Woman! he pull'd the Piſtol] out of his Pocket, 
and clapping it to his Head, let it off too ſud- 
denly for her to prevent him: but Fate, wil- 
ling yet to fave him, ſhielded him from' the 
Execution he deſign'd. At fight of the Pi- 
ſtol, ſhe run towards him, on which he a little 
turn'd his Hand to the other fide that ſhe 
might not have the Opportunity of ſnatching 
it, and in the Hurry miſſing his Aim, one of 
the Bullets glancing downwards lodg'd in his 
Shoulder, the other in the Wainſcoat. The 
Report of the Piſtol, join'd with the Shrieks 
of Lindamira, in a Moment brought the whole 
Family into the Room, where the Sight of 
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Pira, and eaſily gueſs'd at whoſe Houle ſhe  _ | 
Vas, when he was told in what Part. She baps * | 


what 


[ 36 ] 


What had been done, and the Exclamatioris of 
| | Bellario, the Curſes he gave himſelf for thi 
| Miſtake, and the Vows he made to fecond 


the Blow in a more unfailing manner, preſent 

ler them into the whole Affair. They con 
fider'd him as no longer to be truſted with 
himſelf, and having took away his Sword, 
forc'd him to fir down, while an old Gentle 


| man who happen'd to be there, and had ſome 
| Skill in Surgery, dreſs'd the Wound; but the 
j were oblig'd to bind his Hands, he wou'd o 
9 therwiſe have torn it open as he did that he 


before had given him with his Sword. 
Now was Lindamira again o'erwhelm'd wit! 
{oft Compaſſion, and not doubting fince 1ſollf 


bent on Death, buthewou'd ſome time or orhet 
i find the Means of Obtaining it, was almoſt a 
1 incapable of Reaſon as himſelf : At length the 
1 bethought her of a Stratagem, which wou'd 
1 uile him for a Time however, ſtill hoping 
f that he would not forever be thus govern'd by 
it ſuch deſtructive Semiments : She told him 
| That ſhe would ſend the Hiſtory of his unhapp) 
| Paſſion to ſeveral of the Heads of the Church 
q and if ſhe cou'd find any one among them, 
| who wou'd Conſent to their Marriage, it 
Bs ſhould be ſolemniz'd as fpeedily as he pleas'd. 
i This Propofal at firſt fir'd him with a Jo) 
| adequate to his former Griefs; but remembring 
i that ſhe bad once before deceiv'd him by! 
. Promife ſhe was in a ſhort Time averſe from 
j keeping, he inſiſted on ker Vow, which th 
| Teadily gave, 'Confirming it with the mol 


ſolemn Imprecation Neither, indeed, did 
ſhe deſire any greater Bleſſing than to keep ity 
but had little Hopes that any of ſche Clergy 
wou 
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by a Perſon very capable of doing it, (cho' where 
any Expreſſions of the Paſſion ſeem'd deficient, 
Bellario himſelf corrected it) 'twas ſent in the 
firſt Place to one of the Archbiſhops, but he 


would leave nothing undone to compaſs what 
he fo earneſtly wiſh'd, had Copies of it ſent to 
moſt of the eminent Clergy in London, or near 
about it, and making uſe of all his Friends on 
this Occaſton, he had intereſt enough to pro- 
cure the Paper to be look'd over in a full Con- 
vocation. Lindamita was far from being dil- 
ſatisfied at his Proceeding, and by what may 
be gather'd from the Reports of all that were 
about her, was no lefs defirous than himſelf 
that the Anfwer ſhould be given in favour of 
his Hopes. e 

Never did any private Affair make ſo great 
an Eclat as this, Bellario and Lindamira were 
ſo generally known and eſteemed, that where- 
ever you went, you heard nothing talk'd on but 
their unhappy Paſſion: Every Body intereſted 
themſelves in the Anſwer of the Convocation, 
and wiſh'd it might be ſuch as might pleaſe ſo 
Virtuous and Conſtant 7 Affection; Nm 
4 1 who 


ourney, be came in Company of that too dear 
iter ro Town: And the Cafe being drawn up 


rejecting the Propoſal, another had the Perufal 
of it: But in the mean Time Bellario, who 


Dtecree was againſt him, he reſolv'd to leave 


1 
who thought it moſt Unlawful, pitied Bellas 
rio, and could not forbear hoping ſome Means 
might be found out to make him happy. © *'| 
A Friend of Bellario's, (for he would not] 
truſt wholly to any one ſhould be employ'd 8 
by Lindamira) accompanied the Gentleman ſhe 
{ent : And the Day appointed for the final De- 
ciſion being arriv'd, this unfortunate Lover 
made a ſolemn Invitation to the Relations and i 
Intimates on both Sides, deſigning that they 
ſhould be Witneſſes of their Happineſs, or take 
their laſt Farewell: He told them that if the 
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England immediately, and paſs the Remainder 
of his Days in ſome far-diſtant Climate, where 
Lindamira was not known, and Love too po- 
lite a Paſſion to be underſtood. En 
Every Body commended his Reſolution of 
going to Travel, believing Thar indeed the on- 
| 5 probable Meaſure he could take, to make 
him forget the Charms of his dear Siſter. He 
appear'd this Day with more Tranquility than 
uſual, and Lindamira herſelf believ'd he had 
now prepar'd himſelf to hear the Worſt, as be- 
came a Man of Fortune. At length the two 
expected Meſſengers appear'd, but with ſuch 
viſible Tokens of Melancholly in their Coun- 
tenances, as, before they ſpoke, made the whole 
Company acquainted with their Succeſs: In 
fine, it was agreed by the whole Aſſembly of 
Divines, that ſuch a Marriage could not be, 
without running Counter to the direct Laws of 
Chriſtianity, and that if they proceeded in it, 
Excommunication was the leaſt Puniſhment 
the Perſons ſo Tranſgreſſing muſt expect. It 
was obſervable that Landamira expreſt on this 
bs TY | 1 Occaſion 
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. 
Occaſion more Concern than Bellario z the 
grew pale, ſhe trembled, and was ready to fall 


into a Swoon; but as her Diſorders proceeded 


chiefly from the fear of thoſe He would be in, 
Wperceiving he bore it with a ſteady Counte- 
Wnance, and only cryed, with a Sigh, Well 
then, my Friend, 

by Degrees, and reſum'd her former Sedate- 
o | 


, we muſt Part! ſhe recover'd 


Having provided a noble Collation for his 
Gueſts, he took Part of it himſelf with a Chear» 
fulneſs which was ſurprizing, when they con- 
fider'd the Proofs he had formerly given of his 
Paſſion and Deſpair. After Dinner, he entreat- 
ed Lindamira that ſhe wou'd favour him with 
a few Words in private; to which ſhe: con- 
ſenting, they withdrew together into another 
Room, where being ſcated, You ſee, my dear- 
eſt Siſter, ſaid he, that all the World is ſet a- 
gainſt us, — even thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to inſpire others with Charity and Compaſſi- 
on, have none of thoſe heavenly Virtues in 


themſelves, elſe would they not have been deaf 


to the Pleadings of Miſery, ſuch as Mine. — 
Why therefore ſhould we allow their Judg- 
ment as the infallible Deccee of Heaven? 

No, I never can. Heaven is all- juſt, all-mer- 
ciful, and would not have ſuffer'd ſuch Deſires: 
to my upon my Heart, did it not allow the 
Gratification of them. — let us then fly from 
theſe Inhumane, theſe Pityleſs, theſe preſu- 
ming Pretenders, theſe falſe Delegates of an all- 
gracious Deity, and truſting co Him alone 
for Pardon, in ſome diſtant Region, where 
Prieſtcraft has no Power, indulge our Love, 
and defie Fate. e 4; 
ig „ Lin. 


dinary Affairs, and _y one carefully avoiding 
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Ligdamira, who was truly Pious, could not 
Rar theſe Reflections, on Perſons who bert 
the Divine Miffion, without Horror; ſhe ex- 
ang herſelf with as much Severity as thei 

weetneſs of her Diſpoſition would give her 
leave to do, on the Irreligion and Profaneneſs| 
of ſuch Notion, and affur'd him, that ſo fat 
from complying with fuch a Propoſal, that 
it -rendred him leſs valuable than he bad 
bern. Oh why, my Cruel Siſter ! interrupt- 
ed he, do you thus cruelly accuſe me of a Crime 
my Soul is far from being guilty of? but 
ſinceyou place ſuch abſolute Dependance on the 
Clergy, I can procure a Diſpenſation for out 
Marriage from the Church of Rome; you will 

own their Faith to be Apoſtolick, and I can 
prove that in ſome Things it is more elevuted 
than ours: All Knowledge of the Will of Hea- 
ven, and the Power of regulating our Wiſhes, 
is not confin d to Proteſtaniſm. Yes, anſwer'd 
me, to us Who are Profeſſors of it; dor cd 
we Ls from the Church in which we were bap- 
tiz d, 505 rrain'd up, and which I hope næi- 
ther of us wants Arguments to prove the true 
Catholick one, ro another which we know is 
not fo, fora Sanctuary for an unlawful Deſire, 
without being Apoſtares, and e be 
received into any. 

The Diſpute between them on this Head 
laſted 2 conſiderable Time; bur the remaining 
Unalterable, he was oblig'd to put an End ts 
it, and telling her he would no farther preſs 
her, led her ro the Company, ſtill retaining 2 
| Com poſedneſs of 3 which was not 

Fw ton! from him, they talk'd of or- 
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dt all Diſcourſe, which they thought might renew 
his Melancholly, he ſcem'd to be pleas'd they 
did fo, and forc'd himſelf to the Recital of 
e ſome gay Adventures, as tho' he endeavour” 

to divert them, not wanted to be ſo himſelf, 
at laſt ſtarting up on a ſudden, Expetting 
at no leſs, ſaid he, than what has bhappned to me, 
l drew out a Scheme laſt Night of the Jour- 

ney I deſign to take, and laid down ſome Rules 
W which Iwou'd obſerve in the Proſecution of it. 
— I will lay it before you, and have your Op1- 
nion. With theſe Words he went into his 
Cloſet, where after having ſtay?d. 6x or ſeven 
Minutes, a Piſtol went off. They all run, 
alarm'd, and ſhock'd with an Imagmartion of 
the Truth, for the Moment they entered they 
found that unhappy Gentleman on the Floor, 
his Blood and Brains ſcatter'd promiſcuouſly 
about him. He had now taken effectual Care nox 
to be prevented. in the Execution of his fatal 
Defign, which he had never receded from, 
fince the firft Moment he form'd it, in caſe he 
found no Means of obtaining Lindamira. 

On the Table lay a Paper open, and which 
appear'd to have been juft written, rhey found 
C/ ( 


To the Cruel LIN DAM IR A. 
£ WW HEN you ſec the Event, judge of the 
9285 Charity of thoſe who. 2 Ie, 5 
This is the only Journey I could rake 

from yon, and hope to find grearer Mercy 

„here 1 am going than this World was 

Þ pleas'd to allow me. ——My Bleffing to my 

t unbappy Children. I need not Entreat au 
LOR ak | OM 
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© to continue your Care of them; your own 
© Goodneſs makes me certain of it. I have ſet. 
© tled my Affairs, fo as to leave nothing diſ. 
© pured; you will find the Writings of my 
< Eſtate, and laſt Teſtament, in the Indian 
Cabinet, in my Bed-chamber. —— Farewel i 
© for ever, my too-much loy'd Siſter : may you 
be ever happy, and lament not too deeply the 
| Fate of 1. MY 
HH. Your Brother and Adorer, 


BEeELLARIO, 


Little is it in the Power of Words to de- 
| ſcribe the Condition of that Lady: She accom- 
panyed not thoſe who went into the Cloſer, 
| Horror had depriv'd her of all Motion, the Re- 
port of the Piſtol made her but too well ac- 

quainted with what he had done, and whoever 
| Had ſeen her wou'd not have taken her for a 
living Body; — her Mouth was open as in act 
of Speech, but Voice proceeded none; one 
Arm extended and pointing toward the fatal 
| Scene, loſt the Power of Contraction, all joint- 
| 
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leſs, motionleſs, ſpeechleſs, ſhe appear'd with 
wild Aſtoniſhment and Fright turn'd intoa Sta- 
tue; bur when they return'd from the Cloſer, 
| and leaving the Door open, expos'd the Body 
of the dead Bellario with all its cruel Circum- 
ſtances, her Grief found Utterance in a great 
Shriek, and at the ſame Inſtant ſhe fell on the 
Ground almoſt as ſeeming dead as he. The Con- 
ſternation which ſo fad a Spectacle had involv'd 
all who were Beholders of it in, did not hinder 
them from taking that Care of her which her 
Condition requir d. HerReaſon, and the Know 
'F _  leage 
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Dedge of what had happen'd, returning with het. 
Senle, ſhe had certainly expir'd that Moment 
with Exceſs of Grief, had nor a Torrent of 
FT cars forc'd their guſhing Paſſage through her 
Eyes, and given Vent to Paſſions which elſe had 
burſt her Heart- ſtrings — They ſhow'd her the 
Letter he had left behind him, bur wou'd have 
ept her from the Sight of the Body, but ſne 
vou'd not be with-held — She flew into the 
Cloſet, and throwing herſelf upon his lifeleſs 
Limbs, embrac'd and kiſs'd that Face, ftill dear, 
ſill lovely even in Death, with ſuch a Fervor, 
that were his Soul permitted to know what 
paſs'd after its Departure, it muſt have felt a 
| Tranſport equal to its former Pangs. The Agi- 
tations ſhe endur'd threw her a ſecond time 
into a Swoor, from which recovering, they 
forc'd her from an Object which, had her Sor- 
rows been indulg'd to gaze upon, tis probable 
had been fatal to her Reaſon, if not to her Life. 
— She was carry'd home, and being put to Bed 
fell into a Feaver, from which ſhe was but with 
great Care and Skill recover'd; nor perhaps 
wou'd never have been ſo, had not her Friends, 
perceiving ſhe obſtinately refus'd to obey the 
Phyſician's Rules, brought to her ſeveral very 
eminent Divines, who reminded her of whar, 
had not her Griefs reduc'd her to a State little 
different from Diſtraction, ſhe was not igno- 
rant of, the Guilt of contributing to the ſnort- 
ening her own Life. — Their Admonitions, 
together with the Zeal ſhe had for the Intereſt 
of thoſe little Orphans of Bellario, made her 
reſolve to reconcile herſelf to Life: But for 
ſome Years, never was a more conſtant Mour- 
ner, Every Body knows that ſhe afterwards 
| | „%%% married, 
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married, and that has given Occaſion to ſomg 


lario, nor Concern for his Fate, as ſne pretended 


of it in time, left, like Bellario, they fall a 
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to alledge ſhe had not that Tenderneſs for Bel. 


but if one conſiders that the Perſon whom ſhe 
made choice of for a Husband was one wha 
had lov'd her with the moſt conſtant Paſſion 
long before her Siſter died, and conſequently 
before ſhe cou'd have any Notion of what 


_ - wou'd happen on her Account, and that per- 


ceiving the Affection ſhe bore that dear Bro- 
ther, and the Violence of his Flame for her, 
he had (wholly neglecting his own Intereſt) en- 
deavour'd with an unfeign'd Warmth to pro- 
cure a Decree in favour of their Happineſs, 
while himſelf was dying with Deſpair; when 
we reflect on this, I ſay, we cannot wonder 
that ſhe ſhou'd think ſuch Generoſity worthy 
of Reward. The Truth of her Affection to 
Bellario was ſufficiently demonſtrated in the 
Tenderneſs with which the treated his Chil- 
dren, continuing to the day of her Death to 
behave ro them with a more than Mother's 
Fondnels. | 

Thus have I given my Reader an Account 
of the ſeveral Steps by which this unfortunate 


Gentleman proceeded to his Fate, and now 


take my Leave, heargily wiſhing, that (warn'd 
by fo ſad an Example) all who feel in them- 
ſelves the Beginnings of a Paſſion for an Ob- 
ject Unattainable by Religion, Law, or any 
other irremoveable Impediment, may make ule 
of their utmoſt Endeavours to ſtop the Growth 


Martyr to it in the End. of N 
. MVSEVM! 


U 


F 7 N\BRITAN} 


* 
— 


